University Faculty Senate Minutes
September 14, 2020
Online Zoom meeting
Senators in attendance: John Burnight (Chair), Danielle Cowley (Vice-Chair), James Mattingly
(Past-Chair), Amy Petersen (Faculty Chair), Imam Alam, Megan Balong, Francis Degnin, Melissa
Dobosh, Kenneth Elgersma, Gretchen Gould, Kenneth Hall, Mark Hecimovich, Thomas Hesse,
Rob Hitlan, Charles Holcombe, Syed Kirmani, William Koch, Matthew Makarios, Nicole Skaar,
Andrew Stollenwerk, (Fifty percent quorum met, with 19 of 20 voting senators present; the
Faculty Chair does not vote and the Senate Chair votes only in case of a tie).
Please note that Emeritus letters for petitions discussed during this meeting are appended to
these minutes.
Call to Order at 3:30 PM [time stamp 0:00:00]
Following a precedent set in earlier meetings to maintain order in the Zoom virtual
environment, all microphones were closed at the beginning of the meeting and participants
opened them to speak only if recognized by the Chair. Senators used yes and no buttons to vote
accordingly, and to press neither yes nor no, if they wish to abstain from voting.
Call for Press Identification
None present
Introduction of Guests
Regular Guests: Mark Nook, Jim Wohlpart, John Vallentine, Patrick Pease, Becky Hawbaker
(United Faculty President), Elle Boeding (NISG President).
Other guests: Brenda Bass, Ana Kogl, Jennifer McNabb
Courtesy Announcements
Comments from President Nook [time stamp 0:00:54 ]
President Nook discussed local efforts to enact mask mandates in the local community,
especially at the city and county levels. He announces an effort to secure a mask mandate in
Black Hawk County. Senators’ questions were answered, especially pertaining to COVID-related
prevention efforts on campus, especially related to testing.
Comments from Provost Wohlpart [time stamp 0:09:10]
Recognizes our significant response to COVID-related challenges, and asks for vigilance and
participation in our efforts to secure a mask mandate for Black Hawk County. Working with
faculty leaders on a means to collect regular feedback from faculty (hopefully, every 2 weeks)
regarding how faculty are doing amid challenges we face.
Comments from Faculty Chair Petersen [time stamp 0:14:10]
Chair Petersen is impressed and thankful for faculty flexibility and resilience in the face of our
new realities. She warned faculty to remain vigilant to maintain our successful containment of

