
Minutes of the University Faculty Senate 
23 March 2020 

 
Senators in attendance:​  James Mattingly (Chair), John Burnight (Vice-Chair), Amy Petersen 
(Past Chair), Barbara Cutter (Chair of the Faculty), Imam Alam, Megan Balong, Danielle Cowley, 
Francis Degnin, Gretchen Gould, Kenneth Hall, Thomas Hesse, Donna Hoffman, Charles 
Holcombe, Syed Kirmani, William Koch, Amanda McCandless, Matthew Makarios, Kenneth 
Elgersma, Nicole Skaar, Andrew Stollenwerk, Shahram Varzavand, Leigh Zeitz.  (Quorum met; 
there are 19 voting senators, as Chair votes only in case of tie) 
 
Guests in attendance:​ None, due to circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Please note that a letter of support for Emeritus requests discussed during this meeting are 

appended to these minutes. 
 
Call to order at 3:30 PM 
A regular meeting of the University of Northern Iowa Faculty Senate began at 3:30 PM, using 
the ZOOM platform for online meetings, due to extraordinary circumstances surrounding the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The provisional meeting agenda was limited to processing requests for 
Emeritus status and discussing the extent that pending business of the Faculty Senate could 
move forward during the remainder of the academic year. 
 
Announcements ​(audio ​timestamp 5:00​) 
Remaining meetings, if any, would be held on Zoom, due to arrangements surrounding 
COVID-19. 
Meetings will be recorded, and audio recordings will be posted to a web page at Rod Library. 
Due to extraordinary meeting circumstances, and due to difficulty with transcription service 
contractor, minutes for remaining meetings will be summarized instead of verbatim transcripts. 
Much conversation surrounded conventions for using the Zoom interface to conduct senate 
business, especially including means for being recognized by the Chair, making motions, and 
voting. 
 
Minutes for Approval 
The verbatim transcript for the March 9 senate meeting was unready for senate approval 
during this meeting, due to difficulty with the transcription contractor.  Senators approved the 
minutes through email on March 25 (VOTE: 17-0, with 2 abstaining). 
 
Calendar Items ​(audio ​timestamp 5:50​) 
All three items on the senate calendar were included on a consent agenda and docketed in 
regular order for today’s business. 
Motions Cowley & Hall. The motion passed (VOTE:  17 yes; 0 no; 2 abstain) 
1497 Richard Knivsland Emeritus request (Dept of Teaching) 
1498 Victoria DeFrancisco Emeritus request (Communication Studies) 
1499 Bulent Uyar Emeritus request (Economics) 
 

https://scholarworks.uni.edu/facsenate_documents/1282/
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/facsenate_documents/1282/
https://senate.uni.edu/current-year/current-and-pending-business/emeritus-request-rick-knivsland-department-teaching
https://senate.uni.edu/current-year/current-and-pending-business/emeritus-request-victoria-defrancisco-communication
https://senate.uni.edu/current-year/current-and-pending-business/emeritus-request-bulent-uyar-economics


 
Docketed Items ​(audio ​timestamp 10:30​) 
All four docketed items were included on a consent agenda for a single vote. 
The motion to approve all 4 Emeritus requests passed. Motions Varzavand & Zeitz (VOTE: 18 
yes; 0 no; 1 abstain) 
1373 Gloria Holmes Emeritus request (Curriculum & Instruction) 

Leigh Zeitz spoke on her behalf 
1374 Richard Knivsland Emeritus request (Dept of Teaching) 

Megan Balong and Leigh Zeitz spoke on his behalf. 
1375 Victoria DeFrancisco Emeritus request (Communication Studies) 

The faculty in her department wrote a beautiful support letter, signed by numerous of 
her colleagues (see appendix). 

1376 Bulent Uyar Emeritus request (Economics) 
James Mattingly spoke on his behalf. 

 
Other New Business​ (audio ​timestamp 18:25​) 
Shall we delay revision of the General Education program? 
Chair Mattingly wonders whether we can forge ahead with GenEd revision this year, and 

reports that the Provost has responded that the HLC expects to see progress before their visit. 
Leigh Zeitz: understands Provost concern and thinks tech can accommodate; hopes that 

interested faculty can attend 
Barbara Cutter: faculty have too much on their plates/feedback, participation will be low; Could 

decide in September, long before HLC’s visit. 
Leigh Zeitz: Chair Cutter’s comments remind him that HLC should understand if we delayed. 
Jim Mattingly: Is conflicted on the matter, we were nearly done -- faculty strongly support 

proposed structure in last survey, although only 159 responded.  On the other hand, the 
quality of discourse when discussing in a ZOOM-enabled senate meeting may be so 
diminished that it would be irresponsible to continue. 

Donna Hoffman: Wonders if GERC has been able, or will be able, to meet and respond to our 
feedback from the March 9 meeting, regarding the 3 hours that were removed from the 
earlier proposal.  (Charles Holcombe informed us that the committee has not met).  Thus, 
Senator Hoffman suggested that we might not decide today whether to continue hearing the 
GERC, but allow them some time to regroup, to determine whether it would be possible to 
move forward. 

John Burnight: He agrees, as does Amy Petersen in the chat window. 
Charles Holcombe: Agrees. 
Chair Mattingly established that consensus seemed to be that we should allow the GERC to 

move forward this year, asking for others to object if that is not their interpretation.  
Charles Holcombe informed us that the GERC would meet this Friday (he is a member).  Chair 

asked if any wished to add anything to the conversation, none responded. 
 
Adjournment ​approximately 4:10PM (Motion by Syed Kirmani; second by Megan Balong) 
 
Letters of support for Emeritus requests discussed during this meeting are appended. 

https://scholarworks.uni.edu/facsenate_documents/1282/
https://senate.uni.edu/current-year/current-and-pending-business/emeritus-request-gloria-holmes-curriculum-instruction
https://senate.uni.edu/current-year/current-and-pending-business/emeritus-request-rick-knivsland-department-teaching
https://senate.uni.edu/current-year/current-and-pending-business/emeritus-request-victoria-defrancisco-communication
https://senate.uni.edu/current-year/current-and-pending-business/emeritus-request-bulent-uyar-economics
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/facsenate_documents/1282/


 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 



 


