Minutes of the University Faculty Senate
23 March 2020
Senators in attendance: James Mattingly (Chair), John Burnight (Vice-Chair), Amy Petersen
(Past Chair), Barbara Cutter (Chair of the Faculty), Imam Alam, Megan Balong, Danielle Cowley,
Francis Degnin, Gretchen Gould, Kenneth Hall, Thomas Hesse, Donna Hoffman, Charles
Holcombe, Syed Kirmani, William Koch, Amanda McCandless, Matthew Makarios, Kenneth
Elgersma, Nicole Skaar, Andrew Stollenwerk, Shahram Varzavand, Leigh Zeitz. (Quorum met;
there are 19 voting senators, as Chair votes only in case of tie)
Guests in attendance: None, due to circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic.
Please note that a letter of support for Emeritus requests discussed during this meeting are
appended to these minutes.
Call to order at 3:30 PM
A regular meeting of the University of Northern Iowa Faculty Senate began at 3:30 PM, using
the ZOOM platform for online meetings, due to extraordinary circumstances surrounding the
COVID-19 pandemic. The provisional meeting agenda was limited to processing requests for
Emeritus status and discussing the extent that pending business of the Faculty Senate could
move forward during the remainder of the academic year.
Announcements (audio timestamp 5:00)
Remaining meetings, if any, would be held on Zoom, due to arrangements surrounding
COVID-19.
Meetings will be recorded, and audio recordings will be posted to a web page at Rod Library.
Due to extraordinary meeting circumstances, and due to difficulty with transcription service
contractor, minutes for remaining meetings will be summarized instead of verbatim transcripts.
Much conversation surrounded conventions for using the Zoom interface to conduct senate
business, especially including means for being recognized by the Chair, making motions, and
voting.
Minutes for Approval
The verbatim transcript for the March 9 senate meeting was unready for senate approval
during this meeting, due to difficulty with the transcription contractor. Senators approved the
minutes through email on March 25 (VOTE: 17-0, with 2 abstaining).
Calendar Items (audio timestamp 5:50)
All three items on the senate calendar were included on a consent agenda and docketed in
regular order for today’s business.
Motions Cowley & Hall. The motion passed (VOTE: 17 yes; 0 no; 2 abstain)
1497 Richard Knivsland Emeritus request (Dept of Teaching)
1498 Victoria DeFrancisco Emeritus request (Communication Studies)
1499 Bulent Uyar Emeritus request (Economics)

