Minutes of the University Faculty Senate
27 January 2020
Senators in attendance: James Mattingly (Chair), John Burnight (Vice-Chair), Amy Petersen
(Past-Chair), Barbara Cutter (Chair of the Faculty), Imam Alam, Danielle Cowley, Francis Degnin,
Kenneth Hall, Thomas Hesse, Donna Hoffman, Charles Holcombe, William Koch, Amanda
McCandless, Matthew Makarios, Kenneth Elgersma, Nicole Skaar, Shahram Varzavand.
Guests in attendance: Mark Nook (President), Jim Wohlpart (Provost), John Vallentine
(Associate Provost for Faculty), Patrick Pease (Associate Provost for Academic Affairs), Becky
Hawbaker (United Faculty President), Jacob Levang (NISG President), Joyce Morrow (Registrar).
NOTE: Letters of support pertaining to Emeritus requests discussed during this meeting are
appended to these minutes.
James Mattingly: [00:01:09.56] Good afternoon. I'll go ahead and get started. It is 3:30. So are
there any press with us today? Hearing none we'll move on to the next item. I do see one guest.
Okay, thank you, Joyce. No other guests. Right? Okay, good. Then we'll move on to courtesy
announcements. President Nook, do you have any comments?
Mark Nook: [00:01:44.0] Just a couple of things. One, just update on what's happened recently
at the legislature. Since we last were together, at least I was able to be here. The governor's
budget came out. She has $3 million in there for U&A. A 3 million increase, 102 million zero
based budgeting ….. zero and all that.. We are now a private institution that we might want to
edit that part ... can be done. There is a $3 million increase to our budget, a little over three
million. What she did was to put 15 million into the budget and split it as it as appropriations
are currently split amongst the three regent universities. What the regents had asked for was
$18, 4 million for us and 7 for each of the other two institutions. Of course, this is the first
proposal. Her proposal last year was changed greatly. I've spoken with legislative leaders. They
don't think that's the way it's gonna go. But I don't know. Most of--almost all the legislative
leaders I've looked at are in favor of funding the university increase, the regent increase as a
lump sum to the regents and then letting the regents split it up as opposed to them doing it. I
think that's probably the way the legislature will go. It's the best reading at the moment.
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