Minutes of the University Faculty Senate
28 October 2019
Senators in attendance were: James Mattingly (Chair), John Burnight (Vice-Chair), Amy
Petersen (Former Chair), Gretchen Gould (Secretary), Barbara Cutter (Chair of the Faculty),
Imam Alam, Danielle Cowley, Thomas Hesse, Donna Hoffman, Charles Holcombe, Syed Kirmani,
William Koch, Amanda McCandless, Qingli Meng, Mark Sherrard, Nicole Skaar, Andrew
Stollenwerk, and Shahram Varzavand, Leigh Zeitz, and Francis Degnin.
Guests in attendance were: Jim Wohlpart (Provost), Patrick Pease (Associate Provost), Becky
Hawbaker (United Faculty President), Jacob Levang (Student Government President), Kenneth
Atkinson (History), Chris Neuhaus (Library, EPC).

Note to reader: A letter in support of the application for Emeritus status of Charlotte Wells,
discussed in this transcript, is included as an appendix to this document.

[0:01:31.8] JAMES MATTINGLY: We can call the meeting to order. I believe it’s 3:30, or close
enough. We’ll probably have one or two more senators walk in, that’ll be just fine. Are there
any press in the room? I will assume there are not. I would like to go ahead and have the guests
introduce themselves please.
[0:01:57.8] CHRIS NEUHAUS: Chris Neuhaus from the Rod Library, and I’m here with EPC.
[0:02:02.2] KENNETH ATKINSON: Kenneth Atkinson, Department of History, here to endorse
Charlotte Wells’ emeritus status.
[0:02:10.0] JAMES MATTINGLY: Now we’ll have our courtesy announcements. President Nook is
out of town today, so we’ll begin with Provost Wohlpart.
[0:02:19.2] JIM WOHLPART: Sure, thank you. A couple of things. I want to mention enrollment
for Fall 2020 and HLC, two things. I don’t know how many of you all track these things. I track
these things on a daily basis. Right now we have about 3,400 applications for fall of 2020. We
generally have between 2,800 and 3,000 at this time of year, so we’re well ahead of last year.
Some of that is because we had juniors applying last year as part of the programs, so some of
those applications are soft. In terms of admits, we have 1,813 at the end of last week. We
usually have about 1,775 to 2,000 this time of year, so again, admits look very strong and are
moving up. The best way to gauge where your enrollment numbers will be are confirms,
students who have said yes, I’m coming. We have 421 confirms right now. We usually have
about 380 to 440 right now, so we’re looking very high on the confirm rate. Based on where we
generally are this time of year to where that translates, it should be about under 3,000 confirms
for the end of the year, which would give us someplace between 1,600 and 1,700 freshmen
next year, significantly higher than where we are this year. Any questions about that that I
could answer?
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